FROM OUR PASTOR...

Brothers and Sisters of
Christ the King Lutheran Church,

As we prepare to engage in this

year’s stewardship emphasis,

“Excel in the Grace of Giving,”

| encourage you to take a look at the following article tissinects us with the core of what
this year’s theme is about.

In Service to Christ our King,
Pastor John

Giving: an Obligation or Opportunity

As the Apostle Paul traveled to churches, he collectiedings for the Christians in Jerusalem who were ex-
periencing hard economic times. When Paul was speaking @otirghians, he used the Macedonian believers as an
example of people who, in spite of their own economic tralgave joyfully to the people in Jerusalem. The Mace-
donians’ love for Christ and their concern for their felloglievers moved them to give beyond their ability. They
excelled in the grace of giving.The Macedonians gave themselves first to the Lord{hemd Paul said, they
“urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this sertthe saints{2 Corinthians 8:4). In Christ, they
saw their giving as an opportunity to help other believereed.

Does someone who views giving as an obligation plead éapgportunity to give? Probably not. When giv-
ing is an obligation, we will give, but giving as an obligatwill not give us the joy or the attitude of pleading foz t
privilege to give as the Macedonians had. As God’s peapidave both an obligation and an opportunity. Scripture
is clear that we are called to give. Paul sdih the first day of every week, each one of you should set asude afs
money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when | conedlexiions will have to be madd1 Corin-
thians 16:2).

Giving is an obligation, but, just as God changed the haadsninds of the Macedonian people, He changes
us SO we view our giving as an opportunity rather thaobéigation. As renewed and transformed people, our atti-
tudes toward giving change from a “got to” to a “get to'tatke. We stop giving grudgingly, and we stargxoel in
the grace of givingby givingwillingly and cheerfully. We want to give, because givingneapression of our love
and gratitude to God for Who He is and what He doeadorThe more we give of ourselves and our gifts the closer
our relationship with Christ becomes and the more we wagive, and the more God blesses us, enabling our contin-
ued giving. “You will be made rich in every way $bat you can be generous on every occasion, and through us
your generosity will result in thanksgiving God” (2 Corinthians 9:11). We thank God that He fills usydaith
His love so that we as members of His Body here at auchlsee giving as a privilege and an opportunity to praise
and thank Him.



That the PPC and Board of Disciple-
ship grow in their ability lead our
congregation by example

Here are some of the things happening in NO- _
VEMBER that | would invite every member to That the Lord would continue to bless
pray about... ALL of our relationships, both those

Pray that the Lord would provide for
our needs here at Christ the King
through our members would might
grow as God’s stewards in the ar-
eas of their time, talents, and treas-
ures (especially with cheerful, pro-
portionate, first-fruit giving). And
that He would bless our Fall Stew-
ardship Emphasis through our home
visits, Bible studies, and Commit-
ment Sunday.

That the Lord would guide and direct
our congregation as we meet for a
Special Congregational Meeting on
Sunday, November 8 th

That the Lord would bless and
strengthen those who would be-
come the newest members of Christ
the King in the coming weeks. (And
thank the Lord for this second group
of new members for 2009!)

That the Lord would help each of us
find one new way in which we can
serve Him in His Kingdom.

That the Lord would bless the begin-
nings of the Children’s and Free
Clinics here at Christ the King.

That the Lord would guide and direct

us as we GROW HIS KINGDOM, es-

pecially in the areas of outreach to

our guests and preschool that more

families would want to join our
congregation.

inside the congregation and those
with the community.

That the ABLAZE mission emphasis
would not be forgotten, but built
upon throughout our ministry and
that connecting the lost to Jesus
would be our top priority

For our continuing ChristCare Group
Ministry, that all of our groups would
grow and be places of care with
Christ at the center.




Dear Member,

Greetings in the name of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus

This year’s stewardship program theme, “Excel in thee&d Giving,” is Scripturally-based. In the Apos-
tle’s Paul's letter to the church in Corinth, he ve;,dBut just as you excel in everything, in faith, in sgeec
in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your lavasfe-see that you also excel in this grace of giv-
ing” (2 Corinthians 8:7). Paul is seeking the generosith@fieople in Corinth for the distressed Christians
in Jerusalem. Just as Paul urged them, we are urged toretteegrace of giving.

God calls and equips His people to be generous. As yutseollow God’s admonition to excel in the
grace of giving, you are encouraged to take part in the “Give ®ne Challenge.” The “Give Plus One
Challenge” encourages giving to God through your church oreepemore of your income than you are
currently giving. For Christians, giving is not an optioGod wants us to be faithful and generous in our
giving. God demonstrated His love for us by giving us His. Sdfe, in response, express our gratitude to
God for who He is and what He has done and continues fordss by our willing and generous giving.
God is honored, and we begin to excel in the graceviggwhen we give the first part of our incomes faith-
fully, regularly, and generously to Him through our chuaal other Christian ministries.

As you try, by God'’s grace, to be faithful to God'’s adrtionito excel in the grace of giving, you may want
to try giving one percent more of your income. Fomepd, those who are currently giving three percent of
their incomes will give four percent, etc,. It may beteasy to increase the amount you give, and, for,some
it won't be possible. However, with God’s help manyusfcan take a leap of faith in our giving and give
more.

To help with your calculations, a “Giving Chart” and aV&iPlus One Challenge” worksheet are provided.
On Sunday, you will hear more about the “Give Plus On&ll€nge.”

May God richly bless you as you faithfully manage alt thar Lord has entrusted to you.
In His love,

In Service to Christ our King,
Pastor John












LAMPLIGHTER

NOVEMBER 2009
LUKE 12:6-9

THEME: “Under God’s Watchful Eye-Living with Sadness”

“In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxees, when wine was brought for him, | took
the wine and gave it to the king. | had not been sad infimiesence before; {2} so the king asked me, ‘Why
does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This camdining but sadness of heart.” | was very
much afraid, {3} but | said to the king, ‘May the king livierever! Why should my face not look sad when
the city where my fathers are buried lies in ruins, éits gates have been destroyed by fire(Reh 2:1-3

NIV)

Feeling down? Got the blues? You're not alone. Evergetsesad. Sadness is a feeling — it's one of the
many normal human emotions or moods we all experienseaft emotion people feel when they have lost
something important, when they have been disappointed ajroattgng, or when something sad happened
to them or to someone for whom they care. When weoaedyl, we feel sad.

Nehemiah, in the above text, felt sadness asrteroplated the ruined lands of his forefathers. Liing
the time of the Babylonian exile and serving as cupbeatbetking, Nehemiah grieves over the loss. The
once great and magnificent city of Jerusalem now laicehand desolate. This city once alive with the
hustle and bustle of people, commerce, and trade nowfel@sdi and dead. These thoughts brought great
sadness to the heart of Nehemigden 40:6 NIV) When Joseph came to them the next morningetsaw
that they were dejectedOr think of Joseph who was imprisoned for allegedly faydiimself on the King's
wife which he did not do. When the cupbearer and baker inggrisoned, they were both troubled by their
dreams since they did not understand the message ev@adeph interpreted their dreams with God'’s
guidance. As Joseph had foretold the cupbearer wasa@stohis position of service to the king and the
baker was hanged from a tree, but Joseph’s humblestegfutemember me and show me kindness to
Pharoah, and get me out of this prison” was forgditethe cupbeare(Mat 23:37 NIV) “O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those semt you, how often | have longed to gather
your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks undé&er wings, but you were not willing.” As |
think about and hear these words of our Lord, | cagift but hear a note of sadness in his voice. He desired
desperately to have a relationship with the people of Jernshlt they rejected him just like all the
prophets before hinfMark 10:22 NIV) At this the man's face fell. He wentaway sad, because he had
great wealth. This rich man could not bear the cost of being Jesasiples. The loss of his wealth and
possessions was too grefiuke 24:17 NIV) He asked them, “What are you discussingbgether as you
walk along?” They stood still, their faces downcastT he disciples on the road to Emmaus were sad over
the death of our Lord Jesus. What are the thingsun life that cause you to feel sad?

When you're sad, the world seems dark and undfiye You might feel like you have nothing to look
forward to in the future. You may feel like being alooed little while. Or you may want someone to
comfort you, keep you company, or perhaps just listen toauw.might feel like crying and sometimes the
tears are hard to stop.

The author to the book of Ecclesiastes wr{téscl 7:3 NIV) “Sorrow is better than laughter, because
a sad face is good for the heart.While this sounds a bit backwards, we discover thatdtring the sad
times of our lives when we are open to hearing God’'stMdbcomfort and hope. In those sad moments of
life God comes to us as the Apostle Paul assures uSaniizhians 1:3-4Praise be to the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassioand the God of all comfort, who comforts
us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those iany trouble with the comfort we ourselves have
received from God.” God is in the midst of our sadness to listen, epkes company, and to comfort us. He
is always more ready to listen than we are to p&od who is faithful will be there in our times of grest
need. He has demonstrated His commitment and loyatiygh Christ our Lord.






FAITH

The Season of Sharing Is upon us.
Start planning now to share with
those less fortunate then yourself.






Giving: an Obligation or Opportunity

As the Apostle Paul traveled to churches, he colleatiedings for the Christians in Jerusalem who
were experiencing hard economic times. When Paul wakisgeto the Corinthians, he used the Macedonian
believers as an example of people who, in spit@&f bwn economic troubles, gave joyfully to the peaple
Jerusalem. The Macedonians’ love for Christ and ttweicern for their fellow believers moved them to give
beyond their ability. Thegxcelled in the grace of giving.The Macedonians gave themselves first to the
Lord, and then, Paul said, thaygently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this sentacthe
saints” (2 Corinthians 8:4). In Christ, they saw their givingqaasopportunity to help other believers in need.

Does someone who views giving as an obligation pleathéopportunity to give? Probably not.
When giving is an obligation, we will give, but giving as@bligation will not give us the joy or the attitude
of pleading for the privilege to give as the Macedonians WedGod’s people, we have both an obligation
and an opportunity. Scripture is clear that we arectédiegive. Paul saidOn the first day of every week,
each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his,isaemg it up, so that when | come
no collections will have to be madét Corinthians 16:2).

Giving is an obligation, but, just as God changed the $i@ad minds of the Macedonian people, He
changes us so we view our giving as an opportunity rathaerah obligation. As renewed and transformed
people, our attitudes toward giving change from a “got to™“@geato” attitude. We stop giving grudgingly,
and we start texcel in the grace of givindy givingwillingly and cheerfully. We want to give, because giv-
ing is an expression of our love and gratitude to God for Wéndgs and what He does for us. The more we
give of ourselves and our gifts the closer our relatgmwith Christ becomes and the more we want to give,
and the more God blesses us, enabling our continued gitvagt will be made rich in every way so that you
can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity wilimgkaliksgiving to God(2 Co-
rinthians 9:11). We thank God that He fills us daily witk ldve so that we as members of His Body here at

our church see giving as a privilege and an opportunity teeeaid thank Him.



Serving the Lord

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

T0:

1st Genevieve White

5th Sandra Hegland

8th Tina Johnson

11th Travis Barr

21st Linda Claussen
21st Heather Schonkaes
23rd Scott Kleckner
26th Janet Hinrichs

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:
10th Mike & Julie Bodkins
23rd Stan & Kelly Segebart

Altar Guild—

Sheryl Clark
Greta Mueller

3rd Connor Segebart
3rd Carl Fields

5th Garvin Smith

9th Dawn Gallardo

November 1st Scott Kleckner Tim Sitting Tim & Pam Sittig Zared Sitting
9:00 am Zane Sitting

November 8th Jerry Northwick Tab Moser Dale Pierson Lindsey Gierhan
9:00 am Lynn Clark Judith Griffin

November 15th Keith Hyland Dan Drees Linda Drees Jade King
9:00 am Mike Sievers Sue Sievers

November 22nd Dave Wehrman Lance Pfantz Kristi Pfantz Alicia Barr
9:00 am Steven Schonkaes Peggy Doane

November 29th Scott Kleckner Don Hegland Kelly & Stan Segebart Cassidy Segebart
9:00 am Garvin Smith




Christ the King Calendar

Return to home page | Today is: October 27, 2009

Month View |  Week View Day View _
« Oct 2009 November 2009 Dec 2009 »
Sun Mon I Tue I Thu Fri Sat
1 3 2 5 6 7
% Waorship Service
5:00 am
8 9 10 i1 @ 12 13 14
P  Food Pantry & Girl Scout s Elders Meeting /
Sunday meeting 5:30 pm 6:30 pm " Kick 6:00 pm |
§&8 Worship Service & Ladies Bible
9:00 am Study 9:30 am
&7 Conarenation
Meeting 10:3
am
M 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
P Worship Service & Kick6:00 pm [Isfy  PPC meeting /
9:00 am I % Ladies Bibl 6:30 pm
23 24 25 . 26 I 27 28
&»  GirlScout g  Ladies Bible
meeting Study 9:30 am
Y  Quilters and
Crafters 6:30 pm
29 30 3 4 5

558 Worship Service
9:00 am
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Serving the Lord
Sharing His Love

Growing Gods Kingdom
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