From Our Pastor...

Looking back at
“Noise in the Neighborhood”...

The following is a report that | have
written to the IDW Ablaze Committee who awarded ChhistKing with a $2000 grant for this event.

Noise in the Neighborhood
Follow Up Report
September 2009

On Sunday, September® 3omething very special happened at Christ the King Luthi@hairch in Al-

toona. It was our first ever, “Noise in the Neighbartibevent that brought in over 200 area Lutherans and
others from our community throughout the afternoon.

With the inception of the idea for this outreach evéfirist the King set out to reach three goals...

1. To share the Gospel with the lost in our community.

2. To raise awareness of Christ the King in our community

To work together with our sister Des Moines area caygjrens in the area of outreach.

By looking at each of these goals in turn, we carhseethis event came together.

Goal One: To share the Gospel with the lost in ourmanity.

This goal is the starting point with most every outreaatheavor. The question usually raised is “how” will
we as a congregation go about this? For “Noise in #ightborhood”, music was the method that we would
employ. Originally, Christ the King had planned to hawhaistian Native American group called “Broken
Walls” serve as our headlining act with local praigesris getting things warmed up. However, due to a fail-
ure to reach our fundraising goals, we had to cancel our angag&vith them. When “Broken Walls” were
no longer available to us, we refocused on giving the figal jpraise teams from Faith-Adel, Mt. Calvary-
Indianola, Shepherd of the Valley-West Des MoinesaA#lission-Des Moines, and Mt. Olive-Des Moines
more time to perform. These groups did an outstandingfjsharing the Gospel through their songs and
their stories. They also shared that they enjoyed qudiegi this type of venue and they would definitely be
willing to do it again sometime.

Christ the King also held an outdoor worship service @0L&:m. that was open to the community. Our own
praise team led the music for our worship and | preached sagesntitled, “Help Me” which focused on
Jesus’ readiness and willingness to help. It felt penyerful to be preaching the Gospel in our own
“backyard” and hopefully the neighborhood around ChrisKing could hear it too.

In addition to the use of music and worship to share tsp@, we also utilized “ministry booths” to share
the love of Jesus Christ and also to highlight our sthenigt ministry here at Christ the King. We had a
booth for our ChristCare Small Group Ministry. Our ChildogriChrist Preschool also had a booth complete
with games, prizes, and even a science experimentehpdkids to think about the presence of God.



Hope-Des Moines also sponsored a booth devoted to evangedikthat people could share with others.

Goal Two: To raise awareness about Christ the Kirmumcommunity.

Even if people did not attend our “Noise in the Neighbodi event, | believe that Christ the King’s profile

in our community has grown. Prior to the event, onefmajor aspects of our publicity campaign was door
-to-door canvassing of our community with flyers that adisertized the event, but also shared vital infor-
mation about our congregation and our preschool. In éodechieve our canvassing goal, we divided Al-
toona into eight zones that teams could cover. Ietite we covered approximately 60% of the 8000 homes

in Altoona with only a few handfuls of people. If Wwad more participation with the canvassing, we could
have reached 100%. Full color posters were also prepadetisiributed to sister congregations and area businesses.

One of the big impacts on the businesses in the Altoomdasant Hill areas was our request for donations
to be given away in our free door prize drawing. Two ofladies from Christ the King brought back about
50 different prizes from area businesses. In order tosgimeone had to fill out a basic information card that
would be used in the drawing. (This would be our method ofmgarwntact information from our guests.
Unfortunately none of those who entered desired a fellpyfrom Christ the King at this time.)

The outdoor nature of this event was another way ichv8inrist the King built up its profile in our commu-
nity. With the live music and inflatable play areastfoe kids (which were a great hit) even those driving by
Christ the King on Sunday, Septembel"kBew that something was going on here.

Goal Three: To work together with our sister congregatinrihe area of outreach.

“Noise in the Neighbor” would not have happened if nottfierwork of LCMS Lutherans in Mission (LIM)
and the support of our sister congregations. Lutheransdsidfi is a lay-driven group that serves to be a
“catalyst” for missions and outreach in the greates Dloines area. LIM had given a challenge to the Des
Moines area congregations to come up with an outreach esecept, and then one would be selected to
receive LIM’s support and coordination power. Christ thegi§ idea was the only one for this first go
round, but LIM did come behind Christ the King in a powerfaiwWhile LIM is not large in terms of num-
ber, it makes up for it in terms of dedication by theylvho support it. LIM members were key in helping
to coordinate areas of this event such as publicity andepeasn coordination. It was LIM that also helped
to encourage more participation from area congregationdlaBastor Mark Gerken and | set out early to
build support with other congregations by meeting with ghagtors and in some cases other lay leaders. Out
of all of the congregations in the Des Moines EastiMZasuits, approximately half were willing and able to
support “Noise in the Neighbor” with financial support, phgsitems, or volunteers. While we did not get
100% participation for this event, | still think that thiglywrove to be a strong beginning in creating a col-
laborative culture in the areas of missions and ocitrea

In addition to all of the preparations for this evetnivas also great to see congregations actually come to-
gether during the event itself. As mentioned beforeh) e&the local praise teams had a great experience, but
each congregation all brought a number of their membieinsthem which gave a great opportunity to have
fellowship with other Lutherans that you might not ottise get to know. | believe having a larger scale
sense of fellowship will only enhance the image of LCM8gregations in the Des Moines area. It will help
demonstrate to our community how we love and care fomanteher and how we would love for others to
become part of our fellowship.

What we learned from this event

While we did not have a huge “quantity” of guests from ounrooinity, “Noise in the Neighborhood”
was a “quality” event where everything that was plannecedagether just as it was planned.



Of the approximately 200 in attendance during the afterrtbere were those from Christ the King itself,
from our sister congregations, non-member families foemChildren of Christ preschool, and some commu-
nity guests. (We did learn that there was a car show haypgpat one of our area elementary schools which
may have affected attendance.)

All of our leaders agreed that the activities from owsphool/children’s ministry booth were outstanding
and along with the inflatable play areas, it made favgrful outreach to kids.

If we had a headlining group to perform, we may have hadterhern out for attendance.

Next time we need more clear communication regardingégequipment needs prior to the event.

We also need more lead time to planning and preparation,i@gpecthe area of publicity. (We accom-
plished our goals, but we did face a time crunch towarcebtid of the preparations.)

Our leaders all agreed that for a first time eventdidevery well and most leaders would like to see us do
it again next year, on our own.

In Conclusion...

By God’s grace the needs for this event were metwedrs mobilized, and congregations came together.
While we didn't see large numbers of new contacts madelid see sister LCMS congregations come to-
gether in a big way for the first time in the Des Maimeea. We also saw a small congregation focus é&s-att
tion outward into the community and complete a taskri@ny thought to be impossible.

| want to thank the IDW Ablaze Committee for the $2000 gttzatt we received for this event. | also want to
thank the area LCMS congregations that supported outse¥ath their prayers, time, volunteers, and finan-
cial support...

Asian Lutheran Mission, Des Moines
Beautiful Savior, Polk City
Faith, Adel

Gloria Dei, Urbandale

Hope, Des Moines

Peace, Des Moines

Messiah, Johnston

Mt. Calvary, Indianola

Mt. Olive, Des Moines

Shepherd of the Valley, West Des Moines
Trinity, Des Moines

May the Lord of the Harvest continue to unite His peoptesérvice in our common mission to reach
the lost for His Kingdom here in lowa District West ahcbughout the world.

In Service to Christ, our King...

Pastor John Schonkaes
Christ the King Lutheran Church, Altoona



Here are some of the things happening in OCTOB®Ethat | would invite every member to pray about..

Thanking the Lord for blessing the “Noise in the Ne  ighborhood” event and that He would

guide us in how we can connect with our community a gain in the future.
That God would continue to bless our Children of Ch rist Preschool during this school year
and with the Preschool Sunday that will be coming u p in October.

That our 6-8t Graders would be blessed as they attend the IDW Ju nior Youth Gathering on
Oct. 31-Nov. 1 st

That the Lord would bless and protect Vicar Mike as he travels to Concordia Seminary, St.
Louis for SMP course time this month.

That the Lord would bless the ministry of all those  who serve at Christ the King in connection
to our worship.

That the Lord would help each of us find one new wa y in which we can serve Him in His
Kingdom.

That the Lord would bless the beginnings of the Chi Idren’s and Free Clinics here at Christ the
King.

Pray that the Lord would provide for our needs here at Christ the King through our members
would might grow as God'’s stewards in the areas of their time, talents, and treasures

(especially with cheerful, proportionate, first-fru it giving). And that He would bless our Fall
Stewardship Emphasis through our home visits, Bible  studies, and Commitment Sunday.

That the Lord would guide and direct us as we GROW HIS KINGDOM, especially in the areas
of outreach to our guests and preschool that more f amilies would want to join our con-
gregation.

That the PPC and Board of Discipleship grow in thei  r ability lead our congregation by exam-
ple

That the Lord would continue to bless ALL of our re  lationships, both those inside the congre-
gation and those with the community.

That the ABLAZE mission emphasis would not be forgo  tten, but built upon throughout our
ministry and that connecting the lost to Jesus woul d be our top priority

For our continuing ChristCare Group Ministry, that all of our groups would grow and be
places of care with Christ at the center












FAITH

The Season of Sharing Is upon us.
Start planning now to share with
those less fortunate then yourself.



Lutheran Women in Mission News

LWML Sunday is October 5th!
Enjoy the special treats!

DES MOINES EAST ZONE LWML
FALL RALLY

OCTOBER 10, 2009,
9:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 8:30 A.M.

Registration Fee: $ 5.00
Includes Continental Breakfast & Lunch

WHERE: Calvary Lutheran Church
for the Deaf

The Second Monday is .. ...

October 12, 2009. That's the regular meeting
night for the Christ the King LWML. This Month
there is an informal meeting night to work on the
Personalized ornaments for the November Treats
& Trimmings Sale OR you can bring your own
craft to work on. It starts at 7 p.m. You can come
at 6:30 if you feel especially Crafty!

The Fourth Monday — October 26, 2009, 6:30
PM will be an additional ornament work night
to make sure we get them all done. OR
Come as a Quilter & Crafter. Come share
your expertise or learn from one of the Mas-
ters . . . Quilting, Stamping, Scrap, Booking
and more!

Mark your Calendars:
Advent Glow will be Saturday, December 5,
2009

Advent Glow Planning Meeting:
Tuesday, October 6, 2009, 6:30 P.M.
Contact Joyce Wehrman for detalils.

Lutheran World Relief Fall Pick-up is

this month. . . But LWR is no longer

accepting clothing because they
need to support the economy in af-
fected areas. They are still accept-
ing a variety of KITS and quilts so
we will work this winter to meet this
need in time for the Spring Pick-up.

Lutheran Women in Mission Support:
Christian Growth and Mission Service -
locally and around the World

L. W. M. L. Treats & Trimmings Sale

November 8" & 15"
Personalized Ornaments and More

Suppéntal Funds Applied for Through Thrivent Financial for Lusimer




2010 National LCMS Youth Gathering

Important Dates and Deadlines
September 14, 2009

Begin data entry for online registration October 21, 2009 Earliest date registration forms and deposits can be mailed to
Gathering Office

October 21-November 4, 2009

Priority window for Gathering registration, Gathering registration remains open after the priority window
January 4, 2010

Registration confirmation for groups accepted to the Gathering
March 1, 2010

Participants admitted to Gathering on space-available basis at the late registration fee of $325
Early Spring 2010

Primary Adult Leaders receive Gathering hotel information and daily track assignment

June 1, 2010

Full payment due to qualify for Express Registration onsite at the Gathering
Junior Youth Gathering
Where: Downtown Des Moines Marriott
When: October 31 - November 1, 2009
Theme: The King's Keys
Keynote Speaker:Rev. Jeff Pulse
Music: Swen and Dean
Dean: Rev. Jon Conner
Bible Verse: Matthew 16:19

Senior Youth Gathering
Where: Embassy Suites, Des Moines
When: November 27-29, 2009
Theme: “Impact”
Keynote Speaker:DCE Lisa Hellyer
Music: Anavox
Dean: Rev. Dave Dahlke
Bible Verse: Philemon 6







Serving the Lord

October 4th Scott Kleckner Tim Sitting Tim & Pam Sittig Zared Sitting
9:00 am Zane Sitting
October 11th Jerry Northwick Tab Moser Lindsey Gierhan
9:00 am Lynn Clark
October 18th Dave Wehrman Dan Drees Jade King
9:00 am Mike Sievers
October 25th Keith Hyland Lance Pfantz Alicia Barr
9:00 am Jerry Northwick
i ___________________ .,;
i Altar Guild— i
i i
i i
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 29th Mary Crowl | Julie Bodkins i
. e [ s 1
TO: 30th Alicia Barr : Pam Sittig '
3rd lona Botkin 31st Tab Moser b o o o m mom mmn m ommm om mm me

9th Glenn Nuckolls
12th Deb Moser
14th Thomas Jackson

15th Jade King 2nd Julie Bodkins

6th Ernie Il Mueller

18th Garvin Smith 14th Karen Nau
21st Peggy Doane 27th Sheryl Clark
23rd Dan Fox 29th Kyle Pfantz
28th Lois Skinner 29th Lucas Pfantz

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:
15th Bob & Tina Johnson

25th Dave & Joyce Wehrman

26th Frank & Roxanne King




Christ the King Calendar

Return to home page | Today is: September 23, 2009

Month View Week View Day View
« Sep 2009 October 2009 Nov 2009 »
Sun Wed Thu Fri Sat
27 30 1 2 3
|
4 7 8 B 10
& Worship Service @ Kick 6:00 pm 4P Men's Breakfast |
9:00 am &P Ladies Bible 800 am
Study 9:30 am
I
14 15 16 3 17
. Elders Meeting / /%@ Kick 6:00 pm sy PPC meeting / .
'+ Girl Scout i - -
& s TR M — &30 pm
sie LWML 7:00 pm Ly 20 o
21 22 23 24
&  Kick 6:00 pm
2 Ladies Bible
Study 9:30 am
25 28 29 30 31 S
#& Worship Sarvice & Kk 6:00pm
00 om & Ladies Bible
- 1|
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Serving the Lord
Sharing His Love

Growing Gods Kingdom
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