
����������From Our Pastor… 
 
“It’s time to walk on water…” 
 
A few years ago, we as a congregation  
engaged in a bible study called,  
“If you want to walk on water, you  
have to get out of the boat.”  
This series looked at Peter’s  
bold move to get out of a boat and walk out  
to Jesus who was Himself walking on water.  
We learned that when it comes to our life of  
faith, we can either play it safe or take a risk like Peter did 
and put our faith in God’s power to sustain us on top of 
the water. 
 
Friends, Christ the King as a congregation is standing on 
the edge of the boat. In recent weeks, Lutherans In Mis-
sion (LIM) has agreed to support us in our outreach con-
cert event featuring the Native American Christian group, 
“Broken Walls.” Now is the time to get out of the boat 
and start walking on water. 
 
This September, we are planning on turning the back field 
into a concert venue with a huge tent and stage along with 
ministry booths, not to mention food and other fun things 
for the kids. Christ the King has never attempted some-
thing of this magnitude on its own, but actually we will 
not be on our own. We already have the commitment and 
support of Lutherans In Mission (a group of pastors and 
laypeople) which is working toward being a “catalyst” for 
outreach and missions in the Des Moines area. And not 
only that, Pastor Mark Gerkin (our Iowa District West 
Mission Executive) and myself are in the process of visit-
ing with every pastor of every Des Moines area congrega-
tion that is not already on board with LIM. With the help 
of the Holy Spirit we are doing everything that we can to 
build city wide support for this event. We even have the 
support of our District for this event. Iowa District West 
recently approved a $2000 Ablaze grant toward the cost of 
this concert (which will get us going, but will not get us 
all the way to fully funding the event.) 
Now hearing about all the help and support that we are 
getting from others might tempt us to sit back and let them 
to the work for us, and this is the temptation that we have 
to fight with every ounce of spiritual strength God has 
given to us. This is still a Christ the King project that we 
need to fully support.  

                                        Right now in conjunction  
                                  with LIM we are working at  
                                  establishing “task teams” to 
                                  cover everything from facile 
                                  ties, to publicity, to food 
                                  and booths. I would defi 
                                  nitely hope that there will be 
a strong Christ the King presence on each of these  
teams if not to lead them then to  serve on them. 
 
We need to remember what this event could mean 
for our congregation. Vicar Mike and I were re-
cently at the Central Place ribbon cutting and 
someone we were talking to asked where Christ 
the King was! We have thousands of cars pass in 
front of our church each day, yet how many resi-
dents of Altoona might ask the same question, 
“Where is Christ the King?” This event can help 
let our community know that we are here and that 
we do want to be seen. This event can help our 
community know that we care and that we have 
something to say. This event can help us share the 
love of Jesus Christ with those that we never could 
before. But for this event to happen it will take 
ALL of us here at Christ the King to make it hap-
pen. 
 
We CAN do this with the power of God working 
through us and His power assisting us through our 
brothers and sisters from other congregations! 
Now is the time to accomplish something we 
thought we never could and take a giant step in 
helping to grow God’s Kingdom here at Christ the 
King. 
 
The next step in the process is another Lutherans 
In Mission meeting here at Christ the King on Sat-
urday, June 6th at 9:00 a.m. I invite all those who 
are interested to come and hear what is going on 
and see how the Lord might use you to help com-
plete this project. 
 
In Service to Christ our King, 
 
Pastor John 
 
 
 
 
 



Pastor John’s  
Prayer Requests… 

 
Here are some of the things happening in JUNE that I 
would invite every member to pray about…  
 

That the Lord will guide and bless our efforts 
for the “Broken Walls” Event and our part-
nership with Lutherans in Mission. 

 
   Pray for our 2009 Vacation Bible 

Study in July that the Lord would 
bless us with a strong attendance of 
kids and an effective sharing of the 
Gospel. 

 
That the Lord would help each of us find one 

new way in which we can serve Him in His 
Kingdom. 
 

That the Lord would bless the beginnings of 
the Children’s and Free Clinics here at 
Christ the King. 
 

Pray that the Lord would provide for our needs 
here at Christ the King through our members 
would might grow as God’s stewards in the 
areas of their time, talents, and treasures 
(especially with cheerful, proportionate, first
-fruit giving) 
 
 

That the Lord would guide and direct us as we 
GROW HIS KINGDOM, especially in the 
areas of outreach to our guests and preschool 
that more families would want to join our 
congregation. 
 

For our enhanced efforts to connect with all of 
our members and guests through worship at 
CTK. Pray that the Lord would raise up a 
team of members to serve as 
“greeters” for our guests. 
 

 
That the PPC and Board of Discipleship grow 
in their ability lead our congregation by ex-
ample   

That the Lord would continue to bless ALL of 
our relationships, both those inside the con-
gregation and those with the community. 
 

That the Lord would bless Vicar Mike as he 
continues his work toward the pastoral min-
istry. 

 
That God would bless our connection with our 

community as we continue to bring kids into 
the preschool for the 2009-2010 school year. 
We would like to have two full classes. 

 
That the ABLAZE mission emphasis would 

not be forgotten, but built upon throughout 
our ministry and that connecting the lost to 
Jesus would be our top priority 
 

For our continuing ChristCare Group Ministry, that all 
of our groups would grow and be places of care with 
Christ at the center  



                                                 

   What:   Vacation Bible School 
   Place:  Christ the King Lutheran Church 

                600 1st Avenue N., Altoona  50009 967-3349 
   Dates:  Monday – Friday, July 6-10, 2009 
   Time:   9:00 – 11:45 a.m. 
 

   For Ages: 4 years – going into 6 th grade                           
 

Vacation Bible School:  Monday – Friday, July 6-10, 2009 9:00 – 11:45 a.m.  
Registration:   Forms are available at the table in the entry.  Please sign up  
                        today and share the form with your friends and neighbors. 

 For Ages: 4 years – going into 6 th grade 
 

Please PREREGISTER so we are ready 
to welcome your child!  
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Vacation Bible School News 
 
Plans are underway for another fantastic VBS Week.   
 
Registration:   Forms are available at the table in the entry.  Please sign up today and share the 
form with your friends and neighbors. 
 
Volunteers:   Please consider ways that you can help with this awesome experience.  There are 
many opportunities to help with preparations, set-up, crafts, the Friday night closing program and 
clean-up if you can’t join in the fun during the day.  Forms are available at the registration table. 
 
Tentative Meeting Schedule: 
June 24th, 2009, 7:00 PM   Site Leader Meeting with Make Your Own Sundaes 
 
July 1, 2009, 7:00 PM   All Staff Meeting Don’t forget your prewashed t-shirt.  Remember to wash 
but do not use fabric softener. 



Reminder - June 7 Congregational Meeting 
 
We will have our bi-annual congregational meeting on Sunday, June 
7th, shortly after the worship service.  The main topics on the agenda 
are: 
 
*         Election of officers and board directors 
*         Update on financial status/needs 
*         "Lutherans in Mission" project 
¨       General information/updates 
¨       Acknowledging outgoing officers 
 
A potluck dinner will follow the meeting.  Please join us! 
 
Keith Hyland 
 

Eagle Ridge Garage Sale:  Saturday, 
June 6 from 7 a.m. – 1 p.m., Hylands 
are participating in this event. Donated 
items will be designated to benefit the 
CTK Youth Group.  Contact Hylands 
for drop off times: 967-6585. 
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What:   Vacation Bible School 
Place:  Christ the King Lutheran Church 

             600 1st Avenue N., Altoona  50009 
      967-3349 
For Ages 4 years – going into 6 th grade 
Dates:  Monday – Friday, July 6 th-10th  2009 

9:00 – 11:45 a.m. 
 

Each Child Needs a White T-Shirt for a craft project 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Please fill out this form and mail or bring to the VBS box inside the church. 
 

Student’s Name                    Birthdate         School Grade   Known allergies or  
                                                                        going into          medical conditions  
_____________   _______   _______   ___________ 
 

_____________   _______   _______   ___________ 
 

_____________   _______   _______   ___________ 
 
Address _____________________________________________________ 
 
Parent’s Name ________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone ___________________ Work Phone ___________________ 
 

Emergency Contact & 
Phone Number _________________________________________________ 
 
In case of a medical emergency, my child is to be treated at: 
 
Hospital ___________________ Doctor & Phone ____________________ 
 
Parent Signature ______________________________________________ 
 
Family Church ________________________________________________ 
 

Please fill out one card per family  







LAMPLIGHTER 
JUNE 2009  

THEME: “Under God’s Watchful Eye-Compassion Fatigue”                 LUKE 12:6-9 
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not  

give up. {10} Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who  
belong to the family of believers. (Gal 6:9-10 NIV)  

Dear Fellow Workers in God’s Kingdom,  

     I think, at least by observation, that Americans are some of the most generous people in the world. I am  
astounded by the amount of money that is raised by the many and various telethons today. There is the  
Muscular Dystrophy Association, American Cancer Society, American Red Cross, AND American Heart  
Association, who are just a few to raise funds to battle the health issues that plague Americans. We have also  
moved from being solely financial supporters of such movements, to becoming personally involved in helping  
others in need. Groups throughout our society and church volunteer to help the victims of natural disasters.  
Many have journeyed south to help those who lost homes and loved ones during Katrina, Rita, and countless  
other storms that wreaked havoc on the lives of many. What can you do in your community to help  
someone?  

     I applaud all who have taken such an active role in reaching out to one’s neighbor in need no matter how  
small or insignificant the act may have seen at the time. These random acts of kindness and deeds of  
compassion toward others, as described in Matthew 25 (of being hungry and giving someone something to eat,  
or thirsty and giving them something to drink) are truly Christ-like things to do. (Mat 14:14 NIV)  “When Jesus  
landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.” (Mark 1:41-42 NIV) “Filled  
with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. ‘I am willing,’ he said. ‘Be clean!’ {42}  
Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured.” If at any time you had compassion – a deep yearning in  
your bowels to have pity and be moved with inward affection and tender mercy towards another person - good  
for you! Great job! Well done, good and faithful servant! The Spirit of God’s power is working in your hearts  
and lives, but do not stretch yourselves too thin, so that you do not grow weary.  

     According to the above text, some were becoming weary of doing good. Perhaps like ourselves, they were  
saying or thinking things like: What am I getting out of this anyway? Or, no one seems to appreciate what we  
are doing here. Not one person has thanked us! If by chance we are suffering from “burn-out” or compassion  
fatigue, we might begin to ask ourselves: What’s happening to me? Why do I feel abandoned? Where can I go  
to give up? Or what do I do now? All of these thoughts may be symptoms of becoming weary in doing good.  
What do you do to rejuvenate or to charge your own batteries? 

     Here might be some helpful suggestions. The number one rule for a caregiver is that he/she must first take  
care of himself/herself. In other words, make and take time for yourself. It sounds like a selfish thing to do,  
when helping others becomes a top priority. However you will accomplish much more for others and be more  
effective with them if this step is added to your routine. How often in Scripture does it say that Jesus went off  
by Himself? Another suggestion is to be in God’s Word. It is of utmost importance to remain connected to our  
source of power. Read John 15:1-8. How many times in those few verses does Jesus say remain in me?  
According to these verses, can we do anything apart from Him? The next suggestion would be to spend time in  
prayer. Again, following Jesus’ example, note the times that Jesus prayed. What were the affects of those  
prayers? Though there are many more suggestions that could be made, the last one addressed at this time would  
be to talk to someone – especially someone who has gone through the same experience with you.   



Altar Guild— 
 

Linda Northwick 
Greta Mueller 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO:  
2nd Laryssa Pritchard 
3rd Kerry White 
4th Evelyn Gress 
5th Lyndee Clark 
7th Gloria Bredehoeft 
9th Linda Drees 
10th Kyle Botkin 
11th Brandon Beerbower 
18th Ben Mc Farlane 

24th Nancy Mc Farlane 
28th Pamela Riley 
30th Bruce Behrens 

1st Dale Pierson 
6th Vicar Mike 
10th Darrell Jurgens 
12th Evelyn Gress 
17th Lyndee Clark 
24th Judy Griffin 
27th Marilyn Nuckolls 
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO: 
10th Tom & Karen Nau 
15th Lance & Kristie Pfantz 
15th Jerry & Linda Northwick 
19th John & Heather Schonkaes 
23rd Dan & Linda Drees 
25th Kerry & Veronica White 
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June 14th 
9:00 am 

Scott  Kleckner  ? Brandon Beerbower 

     

June 7th 
9:00 am 

Dave Wehrman Mike Sievers ? Alicia Barr 

June 21st 
9:00 am 

Jerry Northwick ? ? Dawn Gallardo 

June 28th 
9:00 am 

Keith Hyland ? ? Zared Sitting 
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Growing Gods Kingdom  
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Serving the Lord 
Sharing His Love 


